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HOUSE BI LL NO

Br ands.
Sponsored by: Joint Agriculture, Public Lands and Water
Resources Interim Comm ttee
A BILL
for

AN ACT relating to brands; providing for seed stock or
exhi bi tor permts; nodi fying brand inspection fees;
expandi ng conditions for i nspecting br ands; maki ng
conform ng anmendnents; creating a task force to study the
brand inspection and brand reporting prograns; providing
for nmenbership; providing study requirenments; providing an
appropriation; providing for a report; and providing for an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Woni ng:

Section 1. WS. 11-20-230 is created to read:

11-20-230. Li vest ock seed st ock and exhi bitors

permt; fees; transfers; reports; enforcenent.
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2006 STATE OF WOM NG 06LSO-0143. C1

(a) Any Womng |ivestock producer who raises and
mar kets |ivestock for the purpose of providing breeding
seed stock or exhibition aninmals may apply to the board for
a livestock seed stock or exhibition stock permt. The fee
shall be fifty dollars ($50.00) per permt. The permt
shall be wvalid for the <calendar year 1issued and no
transactions or shipnents shall be authorized wuntil a

permt has been issued.

(b) After receiving a certificate of inspection from
a Wom ng brand inspector, the livestock producer nay sell
or change ownership of the livestock provided the |ivestock
are branded with the |ivestock producer's recorded Wom ng
brand and the animals can be individually identified by a
board approved nethod. The livestock may then be legally
shi pped or renoved from any county in Womng to any other
county, state or country, provided they are acconpani ed by
a board authorized bill of sale and a board issued fleet
permt which references the prior certificate of inspection

pursuant to WS. 11-20-216

(c) Under the permt authorized by this section, a
permt holder may sell or change ownership of five (5) or
| ess head of livestock in a thirty (30) day period wthout

2
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2006 STATE OF WOM NG 06LSO-0143. C1

a prior brand inspection by a Womng brand inspector,
provi ded the change in ownership is recorded on a board
authorized bill of sale and provided the Ilivestock are
branded with the permt holder's recorded Wom ng brand and
the livestock can be individually identified by a board

approved net hod.

(d) The permt holder shall report all transactions
and novenents and shall pay any applicable fees authorized
pursuant to WS. 11-6-210, 11-37-106 and 11-37-107 to the
brand i nspector who issued the original brand certificate,
or any other designated agent of the board, wthin three

(3) working days of the transaction.

(e) Failure to conply with this section or any other
applicable law or board rule shall be grounds for the
revocation of the permt and shall be punished pursuant to
WS. 11-1-103. Providing false proof of ownership shall be
grounds for the revocation of the permt and shall be
puni shed pursuant to WS. 11-20-208. Al livestock covered
under the permt authorized under this section are subject
to reinspection by a board authorized brand inspector and

any applicable fees shall be assessed.
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Section 2. WS 11-1-103, 11- 20-103(b) and by
creating a new subsection (c), 11-20-116 by creating a new
subsection (f), 11-20-203(a), 11-20-205(a), (b) and (c),
11-20-227, 11-20-229, 11-20-401(a)(iv) and by creating a
new subsection (b), 11-20-402(a)(ix) and by creating new
paragraphs (xi) and (xii) and by creating a new subsection
(b), 11-20-404(a)(intro) and (i), 11-20-405 and 11-20-409

are anended to read:

11-1-103. Penalty for violations.

A person who violates any of the follow ng sections comrts
a m sdeneanor punishable by inprisonment for not nore than
six (6) nmonths, a fine of not nore than seven hundred fifty
dollars ($750.00), or both for the first offense, or by
i mprisonnent for not nore than one (1) year, a fine of not
nore than one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500.00), or
both for second or subsequent offenses: WS. 11-6-210(a) or
(f), 11-18-112, 11-19-101, 11-19-102, 11-19-111, 11-19-401

11-20-114, 11-20-117, 11- 20-229, 11-20-230, 11-21-104,

11-22-118, 11-23-106, 11-23-207, 11-24-106 and 11-30-114. A
person who violates board rules promnulgated pursuant to
WS. 11-18-103(a)(v) shall be subject to the penalties

specified in this section.
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11-20-103. Brands; application; contents; recording

fees; refund; disposition thereof.

(b) The application shall be acconpanied by a
recording fee of one hundred dollars ($100.00) for the
first species of livestock and fifty dollars ($50.00) for
each additional species of livestock for which the brand is

to be used. In the event a brand is not recorded, twenty-

five dollars ($25.00) of the recording fee shall be

retained by the Wom ng |ivestock board and the bal ance of

the fee shall be refunded to the applicant. A certified

copy of the recorded brand shall be given to the owner. All
fees collected shall be deposited into the account created

by WS. 11-20-405.

(c) Inspections under this section nay be charged a

surcharge pursuant to WS. 11-20-405(c).

11-20-116. Fees for renewal, transfer of ownership or

alteration of brand; recording bill of sale deened renewal .

(f) Inspections under this section nmay be charged a

surcharge pursuant to WS. 11-20-405(c).

5
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11-20-203. Inspection of brands at tine of delivery

or renoval; certificate required; |ack thereof.

(a) Except as hereafter provided or except as

provided in WS. 11-20-224 and 11-20-230, it is unlawful

for any person, firm part nership, cor porati on, or
associ ation to sell, change ownership or to renove or cause
to be renoved in any way from any county in Wonng to any
ot her county, state or country, any livestock unless each
ani mal has been inspected for brands and ownership at the
time of delivery or renoval by an authorized Wom ng brand
i nspector and a proper certificate of inspection or

cl earance has been issued.

11-20-205. Procedures generally; estrays.

(a) Except as otherw se provided, before selling,

changing ownership or renoving any livestock from any

county of Wonm ng, the person selling, changing ownership

or intending to cause renoval shall notify the inspector of
the date of the intended renoval and the time and place
when and where the required inspection for brands and
ownership can be made. The inspection shall be nade within

6
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a reasonable tinme prior to shipnent. The person in charge
of the livestock shall hold the livestock at the place
designated until the livestock have been inspected and an
official certificate of inspection is issued. The person in
charge shall render the inspecting officer such assistance
as is practicable while the required inspection is being

made.

(b) Upon being notified of the intention of any

person to sell, change ownership or renove from the county

any livestock when a prior inspection is required by |aw,
the inspector notified shall go to the place designated at
the time agreed upon, and make an inspection for brands and

ownership of the |livestock

(c) The inspection shall be—wadeby—daylight—in—such
mahner—as—to—enable the inspecting—officer to ke —a
thoereough—and—efficient—inspection—only be done under

conditions that allow the inspector to adequately view the

livestock for the purpose of determining brands. The

i nspector shall Ilist by classes the |livestock, show ng
nunber of each class and all brands, together wth the
nanmes of owners of the brands, if known. The inspector may
require fromthe person in charge proof of ownership of the

7
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livestock to be renoved from the county, by brand record

bill of wsale or the affidavits of at Ileast tw (2)
responsible citizens of the county who are not interested
financially in the animals. If ownership of any of the
livestock is not clainmed by the person intending to renove
them from the county, then witten authorization from the

owner for such renoval is required.

11-20-227. Fraudulent use of inspection certificate

and novenent permt; penalties.

Fraudul ent use of an inspection certificate and novenent
permt issued pursuant to WS. 11-20-224, e+—11-20-225 or
11-20-230 is punishable by a fine of not nore than one
hundred dollars ($100.00) or by inprisonment for not nore
than thirty (30) days, or both. The fraudul ent use of an
i nspection certificate and novenent permt issued pursuant

to WS. 11-20-224, e+—11-20-225 or 11-20-230 is probable

cause to investigate the commssion of a felony, and the
provisions of WS. 11-20-228 nmay be invoked pending the

outcome of the investigation and court proceedings, if any.

11-20-229. Penal ti es for vi ol ation of certain

provi si ons.
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Any violation of the provisions of WS, 11-20-202 through

11-20-226 and 11-20-230 for which there is no specific

penalty prescribed is punishable as provided in WS

11-1-1083.

11-20-401. Brand inspection fees generally.

(a) Except as otherwise provided, each |ivestock
inspector shall at the time of inspecting for brands and
ownership collect inspection fees in an anount established

by the livestock board but not to exceed:

(iv) Five dol | ar ($5. 00) sur char ge per
i nspection by the livestock inspector. This fee may be
waived if the Ilivestock is brought to the |ivestock

i nspector at an approved | ocation, provided at the

discretion of the inspector, an adequate inspection can be

done at the approved | ocati on.

(b) Inspections under this section nmay be charged a

surcharge pursuant to WS. 11-20-405(c).

11-20-402. M scell aneous i nspection fees.

9



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

2006 STATE OF WOM NG 06LSO-0143. C1

(a) Except as otherwise provided, the board shal
establish and, through its authorized inspectors, shall

collect the followng fees for services rendered but not to

exceed:

(ix) Five dol | ar ($5. 00) sur char ge per
inspection by the Ilivestock inspector. This fee may be
waived if the livestock is brought to the |Iivestock

i nspector at an approved |ocation, provided at the

di scretion of the inspector, an adequate inspection can be

done at the approved | ocation;

(xi) Actual hourly cost plus mleage for any

nonmandatory inspections requested by a |ivestock owner.

The hourly cost shall be as deternined by the board and the

m | eage cost shall be as provided by WS. 9-3-103;

(xii) Twenty-five dollar ($25.00) surcharge per

i nspection when the |livestock owner has not nmde the

|ivestock available to conplete the inspection within a

reasonabl e tine of the inspection appoi ntnent.

10
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(b) Inspections under this section nay be charged a

surcharge pursuant to WS. 11-20-405(c).

11-20-404. Report of receipts and expenses.

(a) The board shall on or before the first Mnday in
Jure—August each year present a witten report to the
director of the state departnent of audit, which shal

cont ai n:

(i) A statenent of funds recei ved from
inspection fees and other fees collected wunder WS
11-20-201 through 23-20-229 11-20-230, 11-20-401 and

11-20-402;

11-20-405. Collection and disposition.

(a) Any funds appropriated by the legislature and all

fees collected pursuant to WS 11- 20- 101  through
11-20-124, 11-20-201 through 23-20-229 11-20-230, 11-20-401
and 11-20-402 shall be remtted to the state treasurer for
deposit in the inspection account. Interest earned by the
account shall be retained in the account. Monies wthin the
account are subject to |legislative review and appropriation

11



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

2006 STATE OF WOM NG 06LSO-0143. C1

for use and expenditure by the board. Item zed vouchers

shall be submtted to the chief executive officer of the

board for approval. Upon approval, a warrant for the
paynent of each voucher shall be issued by the state
audi t or for paynment from the i nspection account .

Notwi t hstanding WS. 9-2-1022(a)(xi)(E), the board shal
expend nonies fromthe account created by this section only
for the purposes authorized by WS. 11-20-201 through

11-20-229-11-20-230, and 11-20-101 through 11-20-124.

(b) After Juby—31,—1996—all—March 1, 2006, costs of

operating and admnistering the brand inspection and

recording prograns shall be paid from any funds

appropriated by the |egislature, any applicable grant fees

and the fees collected and deposited into the account

created by subsection (a) of this section.

(c) After March 1, 2006, the board nmy charge a

surcharge fee of up to forty percent (40% on all fees

collected pursuant to WS. 11-20-101 through 11-20-124,

11-20-201 through 11-20-230, 11-20-401 and 11-20-402.

These fees shall be remtted to the state treasurer for

deposit in the inspection account. This subsection is

repeal ed effective June 30, 2007.

12
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11-20-4009. | ssuance of certificate.

All fees required by WS. 11-6-210, 11-20-201 through
11-20-229 -11- 20-230, 11-20-401 and 11-20-402 shall be due
and payable upon the issuance of a certificate of brand
i nspection or clearance. No fees required by WS. 11-6-210
shall be collected on the sane |ivestock nore than once in

any twelve (12) nonth peri od.

Secti on 3.

(a) There is created a |egislative-executive task

force to study the future direction of the brand inspection

and brand recording prograns. The task force shall consi st

of fourteen (14) nenbers as foll ows:

(i) The governor;

(iit) Two (2) nenbers of the senate appointed by

the president, who shall also appoint a cochairman of the

task force;

13
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(iii)  Two (2) menbers of t he house  of
representatives appointed by the speaker, who shall also

appoi nt a cochai rman of the task force;

(iv) One (1) menber shall be the director of the

departnment of agriculture, or his designee;

(v) Three (3) nenbers of the Womng |ivestock

board appoi nted by the |ivestock board chairman;

(vi) One (1) nenber representing the |livestock
i ndustry

(vii) One (1) nenber representing the sheep
i ndustry;

(viiti) One (1) nenber representing the |ivestock
mar ket s;

(ix) Two (2) nenbers at large representing

livestock, to be appointed by the |ivestock board.

(b) Any necessary staff support, admnistrative and
technical assistance for the task force to carry out the

14
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study authorized by this section shall be provided by the
Wom ng |ivestock board office and by any state agency upon

request.

(c) The task force shall:

(i) Conduct a conprehensive review of the brand

i nspecti on program

(ii) Conduct a conprehensive review of the brand

reporting program

(iii) Determne any inpacts on the brand
i nspection or brand reporting prograns from federal
regul ati ons, energency managenent, hunmane issues or inpacts

from ot her sources.

(d) The task force shall report its findings to the

joint agriculture, public |ands and water resources interim

comrittee not later than Decenber 1, 2006. The report

shal | include any recommendati ons for statutory changes.

(e) This section is repeal ed June 30, 2007.

15
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Section 4. There is appropriated from the genera

fund fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00), or as much
thereof as is necessary, to the Wom ng |ivestock board for

t he purposes of this act.

Section 5. This act is effective imrediately upon

conpletion of all acts necessary for a bill to beconme |aw

as provided by Article 4, Section 8 of the Wom ng

Constitution.

( END)
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