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VORKI NG DRAFT

SENATE FI LE NO.

Devel opnent al preschool funding.

Sponsored by: Select Conmittee on Devel opnental Prograns

A BILL
for
AN ACT relating to education; providing for funding of
devel opnental preschool programs, as specified; providing
requirenments for contracts w th devel opnental preschools
as specified; requiring reports; granting rul emaki ng
authority; providing an appropriation; and providing for an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Woni ng:

Section 1. WS. 21-2-706 is created to read:

21-2-706. Devel opnmental preschool funding.

(a) Expenditures by the division for devel opnental

preschool services shall be subject to the foll ow ng:
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(i) Contractual paynent s to devel opnent al
preschool service providers shall be sufficient for the
providers to provide adequate services for children age
birth to five (5 wth developnental disabilities and
del ays, including conpensation |levels for occupationa
t her api st s, physi cal t herapi sts and speech- | anguage
t herapists that are conpetitive with |ocal school district

conpensation | evels for those categories;

(ii) Contractual paynent s to devel opnent a
preschool service providers shall be sufficient for the
providers to pay for professional devel opnent activities of
their professional enployees and for a statewi de programto
identify <children in need of devel opnental preschoo

servi ces;

(iii) Contracts wth devel opnental pr eschool
service provides shall require that the providers adopt
evi dence- based best practices, as defined by the division

inits rules and regul ati ons;

(b) For purposes of calculating paynents to service
providers and preparing the division's standard budget,
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children with devel opnental disabilities who are subject to
an individualized education program or an individualized
famly service plan shall be counted as of Decenber 1 of
the previous year, at the anount of seven thousand two

hundred six dollars ($7,206.00) per child per year.

(c) In preparing the standard budget anount foll ow ng
t he 2007-2008 bi ennium and thereafter, the anobunt descri bed
in subsection (b) shall be increased by the nbst recent
external cost adjustnment as enacted by the legislature

pursuant to WS. 21-13-309(0)(i) and (r).

Section 2. The devel opnental disabilities division of
the departnment of health shall report to the select
comm ttee on devel opnental progranms or, if that commttee
no |longer exists, to the joint |abor, health and soci al

services interimcommttee as foll ows:

(a) By Cctober 1, 2006, and every two years

t hereafter, regarding:

(i) \Whether conpensation |evels for occupational
t her api st s, physi cal t herapi sts and speech- | anguage
therapists are conpetitive wth Jlocal school district
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salaries, and the effect of school district recalibration

on those sal ari es;

(ii) \Whether funding levels are sufficient to

provi de required services for all eligible children

(iii) \Whether servi ces for chil dren W th
devel opnental disabilities are provided in an inclusive and

| east restrictive environnent;

(iv) \ether devel opnent al preschool s have

adopt ed common standards and evi dence-based best practices;

(v) Measurable standards adopted by the division

to ensure quality service delivery;

(b) By Cctober 1, 2006, regarding:

(i) The progress of a nental health pil ot
project and the cost of integrating nmental health services

i n devel opnental preschools;

(ii) The capit al construction needs of
devel opnental preschools in the state.
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Section 3. The departnent of education shall report
to the select commttee on devel opnental prograns or, if
that conmttee no | onger exists, to the joint |abor, health
and social services interimconmttee by COctober 1, 2006 on
the amount of funds each school district is providing to
the devel opnent al preschools to conduct devel opnenta

screenings of children frombirth to five (5) years of age.

Section 4. In addi tion to any ot her f unds
appropriated for developnental preschool progranms, twelve
mllion dollars ($12,000,000.00) is appropriated to the
departnent of health fromthe general fund for the biennium

comrencing July 1, 2006 for the purposes of this act.

Section 5. This act is effective July 1, 2006.

( END)



