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VORKI NG DRAFT

HOUSE BI LL NO

Quality child care incentives.
Sponsored by: Joint Labor, Health and Social Services

InterimCommttee

A BILL
for

AN ACT relating to child care facilities; providing for an
early chil dhood devel opnment system within the departnent of
famly services as specified; providing criteria for the
quality rating of child care facilities as specified,
providing incentives for the professional devel opnent of
child care staff as specified; providing program priority
for at-risk children as specified; requiring reports;
granting rulemaking authority; providing an appropriation
declaring legislative findings; and providing for an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Wom ng:

Section 1. WS. 14-4-201 through 205 are created to

r ead:
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ARTI CLE 2 - EARLY CH LDHOOD DEVELOPMENT

14-4-201. Early chi | dhood devel opnent system

est abl i shed.

(a) An early childhood devel opnent system is created
for the purpose of providing quality early childhood
devel opnent services to children and famlies. The system
shall be adm nistered by the departnment of famly services
and shall consist of a quality rating system support for
the participation of children and famlies in quality early
chi | dhood devel opnent prograns participating in the system
incentives for the professional developnent of early

chil dhood staff and a public awareness program

(b) Al rules and regulations that the departnent
pronul gates  under this article shall be done in
consultation wth the departnent of educati on, t he
departnent of workforce services, the departnent of health

and early childhood specialists at the University of

Wom ng.
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(c) The state’ s responsibility for paynments under this
chapter shall be [imted to the anmount of funding provided
for the early childhood devel opnent system by the state
| egi sl ature. The departnent nay receive donations from
foundations or other private sources and may distribute

those in accordance with the provisions of this article.

14-4-202. Quality Ratings.

(a) The departnment shall establish by rule and
regul ation a process for evaluating and rating the quality

of early chil dhood devel opnent prograns.

(b) Any early childhood devel opnment program defined
in 14-4-101(vi), including preschools and devel opnental
preschools, may apply to the departnent to be eval uated and

r at ed.

(c) The criteria to assess levels of quality shall be

defined by rule and regul ati on and shal |l i ncl ude:

(i) Indicators of quality <child care, which

shall i1include but not be limted to:
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(A) Child to staff ratios and group size;

(B) Staff qualifications and educati on;

(C) The learning environnent, i ncl udi ng

positive behavi oral supports;

(D) Program managenent; and

(E) Famly invol venent.

(ii) Access to devel opnental services for
infants and preschool children with devel opnental delays
and disabilities. Children served wunder the early
chil dhood devel opnment system who qualify for disability
services shall receive these services through a regional
devel opnental preschool that is supported by state funding
for this purpose, provided the parents or caretaker agree
to these services. These disability services shall not be
rei nmbursed through system paynments provided under WS. 14-

4-103;

(ti1) Access to prograns that provide healthcare
or health care coverage for children

4
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(iv) Access to progranms that offer educational
and wor kforce training, including access to counseling, for
the parents or caretakers of the children being served

under this program

(v) A partnership with the public health nurse
infant hone visitation program that provides assistance to

expectant and new nothers of |ow inconme famlies;

(vi) Preschool education that offers:

(A An age- appropri ate curricul um

i ncludi ng positive behavioral supports;

(B) dass Si zes as recomended by

pr of essi onal standards; and

(c) Instruction by a certified teacher with
the appropriate certification or endorsenent in early

chi | dhood educati on.

(vii) Engagenent of parents and caretakers in
the provision of wearly childhood devel opnent services,

5
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including activities that parents and caretakers can pursue
at honme that pronote early childhood I|earning and

devel opnent; and

(viii) O her research based criteria that

pronote social and cognitive devel opnent.

14-4-203. Program Paynents.

(a) The departnent shall establish through rules and
regulations a nmethod of providing paynments to early
chi | dhood devel opnment prograns rated under the provisions
of this article to support the participation of children
and famlies in the prograns. The paynent to a program
shall be determned by a sliding fee schedul e based upon
the level of the programis quality rating and the |evel of

famly inconme of the participating child.

(b) 1In the event state funds appropriated in support
of the early <childhood devel opnent system are not
sufficient to provide paynents for the participation of all
children, paynents shall be provided first for the support

of at-risk infants and preschool children.
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(c) For the purposes of this section, the term “at-
risk infants and preschool children” neans children from
birth through five (5) years of age who have one or nore of

the follow ng characteristics:

(i) Residence in a famly wth inconme not
exceeding two hundred fifty percent (250% of the federa

poverty | evel

(ii) A parent with a docunented history of drug

or al cohol abuse;

(ii) A parent who has been found guilty of a

f el ony;

(tii) A devel opnental disability or del ay;

(iv) A health related condition that indicates
the child may not arrive at kindergarten with the sane
skills or ability to learn as the nmmjority of children

entering kindergarten.

(d) Children who are receiving public funding for
early chil dhood devel opnment services under another state or

7
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federal program shall not be eligible for funding for those

services under this article.

(e) In the delivery of services, early childhood
programs that receive funds under this article shall not
di scrim nate agai nst any individual on the grounds of sex,
color, race, religion, national origin, disability, or age,

ot her than the age of the qualifying child.

14-4- 204. | ncenti ves.

(a) The departnment by rule and regulation shal
establish incentives to encourage the staff of prograns

participating in the early chil dhood devel opnent system to

attain certificates or degrees in early childhood
devel opnment or a related field. These incentives my
i nclude scholarships and salary enhancenents. Payment s

under this section shall be conditioned upon:

(i) The recipient of the incentive agreeing to
work for the participating program for a specified period

of time after receiving the certificate or degree; and
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(ii) An in-cash cost sharing contribution from
the program enploying the staff nenber, which may include
financial assistance to the staff nenber in attaining the
certificate or degree or increased wages or benefits after

acquiring the certificate or degree.

(b) The departnent may provide incentives to early
chi |l dhood progranms participating in the systemto achieve a
hi gher quality rating or to provide care for infants or
other children whose care may otherwise be difficult or

i npossible to obtain in a community.

14-4- 205. Publ i ¢ Awar eness.

(a) The departnent shall develop and distribute

materials that:

(i) Promote know edge of the early childhood

devel opnent system

(ii) Pronmote an understanding of the benefits
that accrue to children, famlies and comunities from
quality early chil dhood devel opnent prograns, as based upon
the latest findings in research reports and studies; and

9
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(iii1) Enphasize the inportance of par ent al
responsibility and the involvenent of the famly in quality

early chil dhood devel opnent.

Section 2:

(a) The departnment of famly services shall annually
report to the joint education interimcomittee, the joint
| abor, health and social services interimcommttee and the
joint appropriations interim comrittee by Cctober 1. The

report shall include:

(i) The departnment’s progress in establishing

the early chil dhood devel opnent system

(i1) The partici pating pr ogr ams and their

ratings;

(iii) The indicators and evaluation plan the
department has devel oped to assess the inpact of the early
chi | dhood devel opment system on children, famlies and
communities, including but not limted to inprovenents in
cognitive and social devel opnent;

10
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(iv) The neasurable inpacts of the early
chi | dhood devel opnent system upon children, famlies and

communi ti es;

(v) Public awareness activities;

(vi) System expenditures of public and private

funds; and

(vii) Recommendations for canges in the system

or | egislative changes.

Section 3. Fourteen mllion three hundred thousand
eight hundred twenty-three dollars ($14,300,823.00) is
appropriated from the general fund to the departnment of
famly services to inplenment and admnister the early
chi | dhood devel opnent system In addition, five positions
are authorized to the departnent to carry out the purposes

of this act.

Section 4.

11
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(a) The Ilegislature finds that extensive research
denonstrates that quality wearly childhood devel opnent
prograns provide a foundation for a child s success in life

and result in:

(i) Fewer special education and other publicly

f unded educati onal and social services later in |life;

(ii) Decreased drug and al cohol abuse;

(iii) Decreased child abuse and fewer contacts

with the crimnal justice system

(iv) Decreased likelihood of becom ng a teenage

par ent ;

(v) Decreased need for wel fare benefits;

(vi) H gher levels of verbal, mathematical and

intellectual achievenment in Kkindergarten through twelfth

grade and better academ c performance in general throughout

their |ives;

12
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(vii) Higher enpl oynent rates and lifetine

ear ni ngs; and

(viii) Increased |ikelihood of becomng tax

payers rather than tax users.

(b) Economic studies indicate that the public
realizes a return of three dollars ($3.00) to eight dollars
($8.00) in savings in public program expenditures during
the lifetime of the recipient for every dollar expended on
early chil dhood devel opnent prograns. As a result, early
chi | dhood devel opnment prograns and services provide a
greater return in economc and social value to the public

than the original expense.

Section 5. This act is effective July 1, 2006.

( END)
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