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AN ACT relating to homeland security; explicitly 
restricting the power to confiscate firearms in an 
emergency; providing exceptions; adding definitions; and 
providing for an effective date. 
 
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Wyoming: 
 

Section 1.  W.S. 19-13-102(a) by creating new 
paragraphs (vii) and (viii) and 19-13-104 by creating a new 
subsection (e) is amended to read: 
 

19-13-102.  Definitions. 
 

(a)  As used in this act: 
 

(vii)  "Ammunition" means a cartridge, shell or 
other device containing explosive or incendiary material 
designed and intended for use in a firearm; 

 
(viii)  "Firearm" means any weapon which will or 

is designed to expel any projectile by the action of an 
explosive. 
 

19-13-104.  Powers of governor generally; director, 
office of homeland security. 
 

(e)  Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to 
confer upon the governor, the director, the executive heads 
or governing bodies of the political subdivisions of the 
state, sheriffs, chiefs of police or any employee or agent 
of the state or any governmental unit within the state the 
power to: 
 

(i)  Confiscate a firearm from a person, unless: 
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(A)  The person is in unlawful possession of 
the firearm as provided in title 6 of the Wyoming statutes; 

 
(B)  The person is unlawfully carrying the 

firearm as provided in title 6 of the Wyoming statutes; or 
 
(C)  The firearm is confiscated by a peace 

officer who is acting in the lawful discharge of his duties 
and under the reasonable belief that the confiscation is 
necessary for the protection of the peace officer, the 
person carrying the firearm or a third party.  The peace 
officer shall return the firearm to the person before 
discharging the person unless the officer arrests that 
person for engaging in criminal activity or seizes the 
firearm as evidence pursuant to an investigation for the 
commission of a crime. 
 

(ii)  Impose additional restrictions as to the 
lawful possession, transfer, sale, carrying, storage, 
display or use of: 
 

(A)  Firearms; 
 

(B)  Ammunition; or 
 

(C)  Components of firearms or ammunition. 
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Section 2.  This act is effective July 1, 2008.  
 

(END) 
 
 
 
 

    
Speaker of the House   President of the Senate 
 
   
 Governor  
   
 TIME APPROVED: _________  
 DATE APPROVED: _________  
 
I hereby certify that this act originated in the House. 
 
 
Chief Clerk 
 

 


