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WORKING DRAFT

HOUSE BILL NO.

Uniform Interstate Family Support Act.

Sponsored by: Joint Judiciary Interim Committee

A BILL
for
AN ACT relating to the Uniform Interstate Family Support
Act; amending the act to conform with changes proposed by
the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State
Laws; amending definitions; clarifying procedures with
respect to which jurisdiction among the various states has
jurisdiction under specified circumstances; deleting

obsolete references; and providing for an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Wyoming:

Section 1. W.S. 20-4-195 through 20-4-197 are created

to read:

20-4-195. Application of act to nonresident subject

to person jurisdiction.
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A tribunal of this state exercising personal Jjurisdiction
over a nonresident in a proceeding under this act, under
other law of this state relating to a support order, or
recognizing a support order of a foreign country or
political subdivision on the basis of comity may receive
evidence from another state pursuant to W.S. 20-4-166,
communicate with a tribunal of another state pursuant to
W.S. 20-4-167, and obtain discovery through a tribunal of
another state pursuant to W.S. 20-4-168. In all other
respects, W.S. 20-4-151 through 20-4-185 do not apply and
the tribunal shall apply the procedural and substantive law

of this state.

20-4-196. Continuing exclusive jurisdiction to modify

spousal support order.

(a) A tribunal of this state issuing a spousal
support order consistent with the law of this state has
continuing, exclusive Jjurisdiction to modify the spousal
support order throughout the existence of the support

obligation.
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(b) A tribunal of this state may not modify a spousal
support order issued by a tribunal of another state having
continuing, exclusive Jjurisdiction over that order under

the law of that state.

(c) A tribunal of this state that has continuing,
exclusive Jjurisdiction over a spousal support order may

serve as:

(1) An initiating tribunal to request a tribunal
of another state to enforce the spousal support order

issued in this state; or

(ii) A responding tribunal to enforce or modify

its own spousal support order.

20-4-197. Jurisdiction to modify child support order

of foreign country or political subdivision.

(a) If a foreign country or political subdivision
that 1s a state will not or may not modify its order
pursuant to its laws, a tribunal of this state may assume
jurisdiction to modify the child support order and bind all
individuals subject to the personal Jjurisdiction of the

3
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tribunal whether or not the consent to modification of a
child support order otherwise required of the individual
pursuant to W.S. 20-4-183 has been given or whether the
individual seeking modification is a resident of this state

or of the foreign country or political subdivision.

(b) An order issued pursuant to this section is the

controlling order.

Section 2. W.S. 20-4-140(a) (vii), (xv), (xviii) (B),
(xix) (C) and (D) and by creating a new subparagraph (E),
(xx), (xxii) and by creating new paragraphs (xxv) and
(xxvi), 20-4-141, 20-4-142 (a) (intro) and by creating a new
subsection (b), 20-4-143, 20-4-146(a), (b) and (d) and by
creating a new subsection (g), 20-4-147 (a) and (b),
20-4-148 (b) (intro), (ii) and (iii), (c) through (f) and by
creating new subsections (g) and (h), 20-4-149, 20-4-150,
20-4-151(c), 20-4-153, 20-4-154 (a) (intro) and (b),
20-4-155(b) (intro) and (i) and by creating a new subsection
(f), 20-4-156, 20-4-157(b) (intro) and (iv) and by creating
new subsections (d) through (f), 20-4-158, 20-4-160(b) (ii)
and (iii), 20-4-161(a), 20-4-162, 20-4-164(a), 20-4-166(a),
(b), (e), (f) and by creating a new subsection (k),

20-4-167, 20-4-169, 20-4-170 (b), 20-4-171 (a) (intro),
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(e) (intro) and (11) and (g9), 20-4-172 (a), 20-4-173,
20-4-174 (a) (intro) and (ii), (iii) and (v) and by creating
new subsections (d) and (e), 20-4-176, 20-4-177(b) (intro),
by creating a new subsection (c) and by renumbering (c) as
(d), 20-4-179(a) (vi), (vii) and by creating a new paragraph
(viii), 20-4-182, 20-4-183(a) (intro) and (ii) (A) and by
creating a new paragraph (iii), (c), by creating a new
subsection (d) and by amending and renumbering (d) as (e),
20-4-184 (a) (intro) and (i), (iii) and (iv), 20-4-185(a),
20-4-186(b) (1i), 20-4-187(b), 20-4-188 and 20-4-192(a),

(b) (1ii1) and (iii) are amended to read:

20-4-140. Definitions.

(a) As used in this act:

(vii) "Initiating state" means a state from
which a proceeding is filed for forwarding to a responding
state under the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act or a
law or procedure substantially similar to this act;—%¢he
ment £—S&

+ 1 + 1
T7 O CIt
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(xv) "Responding state" means a state in which a
proceeding is filed or to which a proceeding is forwarded
for filing from an initiating state under the Uniform

Interstate Family Support Act or a law or ©procedure

substantially similar to this act;;—the—bUnifermReciprocat
AREANE = oA ni £ Q Lt ri N~ v + D) 7z o Al Tl £ rm
i S A A L N AN B § L S i i Wy L\ uur/r/UJ_L, .L__\.\_/L,, A T L V1S \w 8 |\ R R N S N
Reeiprocal—Enforcement—of—Support—Aet;

(xviii) "State" means a state of the United

States, the District of Columbia, the United States Virgin
Islands, or any territory or insular possession subject to

the jurisdiction of the United States. The term includes:

(B) A foreign Farisdietion country or

political subdivision that:

(I) Has been declared to be a foreign

reciprocating country or political subdivision under

federal law;

(II) Has established a reciprocal

arrangement for child support with this state as provided

in W.S. 20-4-158.
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(ITT) Has enacted a law or established

procedures for issuance and enforcement of support orders

which are substantially similar to the procedures under

at

£ Ca.
J
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Support—Acet~

(xix) "Support enforcement agency" means a

public official or agency authorized to seek:

(C) Determination of parentage; e

(D) TFeo—toeate—Location of obligors or their

assets;-—or

(E) Determination of the controlling child

support order.

(xx) "Support order" means a Jjudgment, decree,

¥ order or directive, whether temporary, final, or subject

to modification, issued by a tribunal for the benefit of a

child, a spouse, or a former spouse, which provides for

monetary support, health care, arrearages or reimbursement,
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and may include related costs and fees, interest, income

withholding, attorney's fees, and other relief;

(xxii) "This act" means W.S. 20-4-139 through

20—4—-1952-20-4-197;

(xxVv) "Person" means an individual, corporation,

business trust, estate, trust, partnership, limited

liability company, association, Jjoint wventure, government,

governmental subdivision, agency, or instrumentality,

public corporation or any other legal or commercial entity;

(xxvi) "Record" means information that is

inscribed on a tangible medium or that 1s stored in an

electronic or other medium and 1is retrievable in a

perceivable form.

20-4-141. Remedies cumulative.

(a) Remedies ©provided Dby the Uniform Interstate

Family Support Act are cumulative and do not affect the

availability of remedies under other law, including the

recognition of a support order of a foreign country or

political subdivision on the basis of comity.

8
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(b) This act does not:

(1) Provide the exclusive method of establishing

or enforcing a support order under the law of this state;

(11) Grant a tribunal of this state jurisdiction

to render Jjudgment or issue an order relating to child

custody or visitation under this act.

20-4-142. Basis for jurisdiction over nonresident.

(a) In a proceeding to establishy—or enforce;—es
meedfy a support order or to determine ©parentage, a
tribunal of this state may exercise personal Jjurisdiction
over a nonresident individual or the individual's guardian

or conservator if:

(b) The bases of personal jurisdiction set forth in

subsection (a) of this section or in any other law of this

state may not be used to acquire personal jurisdiction for

a tribunal of the state to modify a child support order of
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another state unless the requirements of W.S. 20-4-183 or

20-4-197 are met.

20-4-143. Procedure when exercising jurisdiction over

nonresident.

Personal Jjurisdiction acquired by a tribunal of this state

L B I noarann ] EREE RS A AT i B2 Tz = Nneanraca A+ 13 A A
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Suppert—Aet—in a proceeding under this act or other law of

this state relating to a support order continues as long as

a tribunal of this state has continuing, exclusive

Jjurisdiction to modify its order or continuing jurisdiction

to enforce its order as provided by W.S. 20-4-146, 20-4-147

and 20-4-196.

***Staff Comment***

The National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State
Laws (NCCUSL) recommended amending the nonsubstantive

10
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statutory section headings for W.S. 20-4-145 and 20-4-152,
but no substantive changes were recommended for the text of
those statutory section; therefore, the sections are not
included in this bill. If the bill is enacted into 1law,
LSO, exercising its editing authority under W.S. 28-8-
105(a) (v), will amend the section headings as recommended
by NCCUSL as follows:

"20-4-145. Simultaneous proceedings in—another state."
"20-4-152. Aetion—Proceeding by minor parent.".

20-4-146. Continuing exclusive jurisdiction.

(a) A tribunal of this state 4sswing—that has issued

a child support order consistent with the law of this state

has, and shall exercise, continuing, exclusive jurisdiction

over—a—to modify its child support order if the order is

the controlling order and:

(i) As—3Fenrg—as—At the time of filing of a

request for modification, this state =remaimns—is the

residence of the obligor, the individual obligee or the

child for whose benefit the support order is issued; or

;o R PN ~11 £ + o N SN
ll O T C 11T € R . CIT LJLA.J_L_, AR Y [ & =y

He
[0}

T+ n oo annt o T
CCTCTT COoOTstCTS W

ar

h—Fven 1f this

H-

state is not the residence of the obligor, the individual

obligee or the child for whose benefit the support order is

issued, the parties consent in a record or 1in open court

11
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may continue to exercise jurisdiction to modify its order.

(b) A tribunal of this state 4sswing—that has issued

a child support order consistent with the law of this state

may not exercise 45 continuing, exclusive Jjurisdiction to

modify the order if: £k crder

(i) All the parties who are individuals file

consent in a record with the tribunal of this state that a

tribunal of another state that has Jjurisdiction over at

least one (1) of the parties, who is an individual or that

is located in the state of residence of the child, may
modify the order and assume continuing, exclusive
jurisdiction; or
(11) Its order is not the controlling order.
(d) A—tribural—eof —+this——state——shall —recognize—*Eh
cortiaaiad; e —oisr Jgrisdietion—ef—If a tribunal of
another state whiekh has 1issued a child support order

12
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pursuant to #£his—aet—the Uniform Interstate Family Support

Act or a law substantially similar to #his—that act which

modifies a child support order of a tribunal of this state,

tribunals of this state shall recognize the continuing,

exclusive jurisdiction of the tribunal of the other state.

(g) A tribunal of this state that lacks continuing,

exclusive Jjurisdiction to modify a child support order may

serve as an initiating tribunal of another state to modify

a support order issued in that state.

20-4-147. Continuing jurisdiction to enforce a child

support order.

(a) A tribunal of this state that has issued a child

support order consistent with the law of this state may

serve as an initiating tribunal to request a tribunal of

another state to enforce: er—modify—a—sSupport—order—issued

ot
T

[0)]

(1) The order 1f the order is the controlling

order and has not been modified by a tribunal of another

state that assumed Jjurisdiction pursuant to the Uniform

Interstate Family Support Act; or

13
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(ii) A money Jjudgment for arrearages of support

and interest on the order accrued before a determination

that an order of another state is the controlling order.

(b) A tribunal of this state having continuing+
exelysive Jjurisdiction over a support order may act as a

responding tribunal to enforce er—medify the order. H—a

Bartszr arlhd A ~E + PPN S IR T I 2] Al ss E RTINS RO I P S SN2 +
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20-4-148. Determination of controlling child support
orders.

(b) If a proceeding is brought under this act, and
two (2) or more child support orders have been issued by
tribunals of this state or another state with regard to the

same obligor and same child, a tribunal of this state

having personal Jjurisdiction over Dboth the obligor and

individual obligee shall apply the following rules im

14
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termining—and by order shall determine which order +e
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+eftieon—controls:

(11) If more than one (1) of the tribunals would

have continuing, exclusive jurisdiction under this act:s+

(A) An order issued by a tribunal in the

current home state of the child controls; and—shatd—>b xS,

o

=
A=

recognizeds but

(B) If an order has not been issued in the

current home state of the child, the order most recently

issued controls. and—shatl—be—so—recognizedsy

(1ii) If none of the tribunals would Thave
continuing, exclusive Jjurisdiction under this act, the

tribunal of this state hovingFurisdiction—over—theparties

shall 1issue a child support order, which controls. and
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(c) If two (2) or more child support orders have been

ar

issued for the same obligor and same child, and——3F
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upon request of a party may—reggest—who is an individual or

a support enforcement agency, a tribunal of this state +%e

having personal jurisdiction over both the obligor and the

obligee who 1is an individual shall determine which order

controls and—shaltbe se—reecognized under subsection (b) of

this section. This request shalt—>F aFecompanred—by——=
oAyt o £ 4 = oz £  xrorsg SRR SANE Y rAa 1 At Th
|2\ PR S U S - A8 \_/Ub/_y A - v J._Y QutJtJUJ_k_ A\ "hw § p - [ - I CT CTC [ S i B )
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may be filed with a registration for enforcement or

registration for modification pursuant to W.S. 20-4-173

through 20-4-184, 20-4-193, 20-4-194 and 20-4-197, or may

be filed as a separate proceeding.

(d) The tribunal that issued the controlling order

under subsection (a), (b) or (c) of this section 4s—%the

ribunal—that—has continuings elusive Jurisdiction under

to the extent provided in W.S. 20-4-146 or 20-4-147.

(e) A tribunal of this state whieh—that determines by

order #£he—ddentity—of—which is the controlling order under

paragraph (b) (i) or (ii) or subsection (c) of this section

or whieh—that issues a new controlling order under

16
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paragraph (b) (iii) of this section shall state in that

order:

(i) The basis upon which the tribunal made its
determination;

(ii) The amount of prospective support, if any;
and

(1id) The total amount of consolidated

arrearages and accrued interest, 1if any, under all of the

orders after all payments made are credited as provided by

20-4-150.

(f) Within thirty (30) days after issuance of an

order determining +he—ddentity—oef—which is the controlling

order, the party obtaining the order shall file a certified
copy of the order with—in each tribunal that issued or
registered an earlier order of child support. A party whe

ebtains—or support enforcement agency obtaining the order

aae—that fails to file a certified copy 1s subject to

appropriate sanctions by a tribunal in which the issue of
failure to file arises. The failure to file does not affect
the validity or enforceability of the controlling order.

17
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(g) A request to determine which 1is the controlling

order shall be accompanied by a copy of every child support

order in effect and the applicable record of payments. The

requesting party shall give notice of the request to each

party whose rights may be affected by the determination.

(h) An order that has Dbeen determined to Dbe the

controlling order, or a Jjudgment for consolidated

arrearages of support and interest, if any, made pursuant

to this section shall be recognized in proceedings under

this act.

20-4-149. Child support orders for two or more

obligees.

In responding to mutEipte registrations or petitions for
enforcement of two (2) or more child support orders in
effect at the same time with regard to the same obligor and
different individual obligees, at least one (1) of which
was 1ssued by a tribunal of another state, a tribunal of
this state shall enforce those orders in the same manner as
if the multiple orders had been issued by a tribunal of
this state.

18
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20-4-150. Credit for payments.

Ameounts—A tribunal of this state shall c¢redit amounts

collected and—eredited for a particular period pursuant to

a—any child support order against the amounts owed for the

same period under any other child support order for support

of the same child issued by a tribunal of this or another

tate P AN B N P IS R N S S 1Y B PPN S ~
S a . oO1ITO T 1T Ly - A\ B Ey ) oL u\ju_LJ.J.k.)L., CIT [ EIAWAW ¥ i iy Syw) u\/k/J_M_LJ.J.g g
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20-4-151. Proceedings under the Uniform Interstate

Family Support Act.

(c) An individual petitioner or a support enforcement
agency may eemmence—initiate a proceeding authorized under
the act by filing a petition in an initiating tribunal for
forwarding to a responding tribunal or by filing a petition
or a comparable pleading directly in a tribunal of another
state which has or can obtain personal Jjurisdiction over

the respondent.

20-4-153. Application of law of this state.

19



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

2004 STATE OF WYOMING 05LS0-0026.W1

(a) Except as otherwise provided by—th Uniform

Tt
T

+ T am 7 [QET
It C T =

Aet—in this act, a responding

r o =
o Ccc

tribunal of this state shall:

(1) Shatd—Apply the procedural and substantive

law—arnetudding—+Eh rates—en—echoite of—+aw; Jgenerally
applicable to similar proceedings originating in this state
and may exercise all powers and provide all remedies

available in those proceedings; and

(11) Shald—Determine the duty of support and the
amount payable in accordance with the presumptive child

support established under W.S. 20-2-304.

20-4-154. Duties of initiating tribunal.

(a) Upon the filing of a petition authorized by +he

INEZY
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Aret this act, an
initiating tribunal of this state shall forward Ehree—3)

copies—ef the petition and its accompanying documents:
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requested by the responding tribunal, a tribunal of this

state may—shall issue a certificate or other document and

make findings required by the law of the responding state.

If the responding state is a foreign IFurisdietion—country

or political subdivision, wupon request the tribunal may

shall specify the amount of support sought, convert that

amount 1into the equivalent amount in the foreign currency

under applicable official or market exchange rate as

publicly reported and provide any other documents necessary

to satisfy the requirements of the responding state.

20-4-155. Duties and power of responding tribunal.

(b) A responding tribunal of this state, to the

extent etherwise—autheorized—not prohibited by other law,

may do one (1) or more of the following:

(1) 1Issue or enforce a support order, modify a

child support order, determine the controlling child

support order or render o Fudgment—te determine parentage;

(f) If requested to enforce a support order,

arrearages or judgment, or modify a support order stated in

a foreign currency, a tribunal of this state shall convert

21
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the amount stated in the foreign currency to the equivalent

amount 1in dollars under the applicable official or market

exchange rate as publicly reported.

20-4-156. Inappropriate tribunal.

If a petition or comparable pleading is received by an

inappropriate tribunal of this state, 4+t—the tribunal shall

forward the pleading and accompanying document to an

appropriate tribunal in this state or another state and

notify the petitioner where and when the pleading was sent.

20-4-157. Duties of support enforcement agency.

(b) A support enforcement agency of this state that

is providing services to the petitioner as—apprepriate

shall:

(iv) Within five (5) days, exclusive of
Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays, after receipt of a

written notice in a record from an initiating, responding

or registering tribunal, send a copy of the notice to the

petitioner;

22
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(v) Within five (5) days, exclusive of
Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays, after receipt of a

written communication in a record from the respondent or

the respondent's attorney, send a copy of the communication

to the petitioner; and

(d) A support enforcement agency of this state that

requests registration of a child support order in this

state for enforcement or for modification shall make

reasonable efforts:

(i) To ensure that the order to be registered is

the controlling order; or

(i1) If two (2) or more child support orders

exist and the didentity of the controlling order has not

been determined, to ensure that a request for a

determination is made in a tribunal having Jjurisdiction to

do so.

(e) A support enforcement agency of this state that

requests registration and enforcement of a support order,

arrearages or Jjudgment stated in a foreign currency shall

convert the amounts stated in the foreign currency into the

23
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equivalent amounts in dollars under the applicable official

or market exchange rate as publicly reported.

(f) A support enforcement agency of this state shall

request a tribunal of this state to issue a child support

order and an income withholding order that redirect payment

of current support, arrearages and interest if requested to

do so by a support enforcement agency of another state

pursuant to W.S. 20-4-169.

20-4-158. Duty of attorney general.

(a) If the state attorney general determines that the

support enforcement agency 1is neglecting or refusing to
provide services to an individual, the attorney general may
order the agency to perform its duties under this act or

may provide those services directly to the individual.

(b) The attorney general may determine that a foreign

country or political subdivision has established a

reciprocal arrangement for child support with this state

and take appropriate action for notification of the

determination.

24
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20-4-160. Duties of state information agency.

(b) The state information agency shall:

(ii) Maintain a register of names and addresses

of tribunals and support enforcement agencies received from

other states;

(iii) Forward to the appropriate tribunal in the
praee—county in this state in which the imdiwiduwat obligee

who 1s an individual or the obligor resides, or in which

the obligor's property is believed to be 1located, all
documents concerning a proceeding under this act received
from an initiating tribunal or the state information agency

of the initiating state; and

20-4-161. Pleadings and accompanying documents.

(a) In a proceeding under this act, a petitioner

seeking to establish exr—medaify a support order, e to

determine parentage in—a—preoceeding—under—+this—aet—o0r to

)]

register and modify a support order of another state shall

verify—+the—file a petition. Unless otherwise ordered under
W.S. 20-4-162, the petition or accompanying document shall

25
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provide, so far as known, the name, residential address and
social security numbers of the obligor and the obligee or

the parent and alleged parent, and the name, sex,

residential address, social security number and date of

birth of each child for whem—whose benefit support is

sought or whose parentage is to be determined. Unless

filed at the time of registration, the petition shall be

accompanied by a eertified—copy of any support order 4n

effeet—known to have been issued by another tribunal. The

petition or accompanying documents may include any other
information that may assist in locating or identifying the

respondent.

20-4-162. Nondisclosure of information in exceptional

circumstances.
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e;—If a party

alleges in an affidavit or a pleading under oath that the

health, safety or 1liberty of a party or child would be
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deeument—filed—in—a preoceedingunder—this—aet-—to the other
party or the public. After a hearing in which a tribunal

takes into consideration the health, safety or liberty of

the party or child, the tribunal may order disclosure of

information that the tribunal determines to be 1in the

interest of justice.

20-4-164. Limited immunity of petitioner.

(a) Participation by a petitioner 1in a proceeding

under this act before a responding tribunal, whether in

person, by private attorney, or through services provided
by the support enforcement agency, does not confer personal

jurisdiction over the petitioner in another proceeding.

20-4-166. Special rules of evidence and procedure.

(a) The physical presence of £k petitioner—a

nonresident party who 1is an individual in a ¥espeonding

tribunal of this state is not required for the
establishment, enforcement or modification of a support

order or the rendition of a judgment determining parentage.
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(b) A rified—petitiony—An affidavit, a document
substantially complying with federally mandated forms ard

or a document incorporated by reference 1in any of them,

which would not be excluded under the hearsay rule if given

in person, 1is admissible in evidence if given under eath

penalty of perjury or false swearing by a party or witness

residing in another state.

(e) Documentary evidence transmitted from another
state to a tribunal of this state by telephone, telecopier,
or other means that do not provide an original writing
record may not be excluded from evidence on an objection

based on the means of transmission.

(f) In a proceeding under this act, a tribunal of
this state may—shall permit a party or witness residing in
another state to be deposed or to testify by telephone,
audiovisual means or other electronic means at a designated
tribunal or other location in that state. A tribunal of
this state shall cooperate with tribunals of other states
in designating an appropriate location for the deposition

or testimony.
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(k) A voluntary acknowledgment of paternity,

certified as a true copy, 1s admissible to establish

parentage of the child.

20-4-167. Communications between tribunals.

A tribunal of this state may communicate with a tribunal of

another state or foreign country or political subdivision

in writing—a record, or by telephone or other means, to

obtain information concerning the laws, ef—that

tate, the

[0)]

legal affect of a Jjudgment, decree or order of that
tribunal, and the status of a proceeding in the other state

or foreign country or political subdivision. A tribunal of

this state may furnish similar information by similar means

to a tribunal of another state or foreign country or

political subdivision.

20-4-169. Receipt and disbursement of payments.

(a) A support enforcement agency or tribunal of this
state shall disburse promptly any amounts received pursuant
to a support order, as directed by the order. The agency
or tribunal shall furnish to a requesting party or tribunal
of another state a certified statement by the custodian of

29
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the record of the amounts and dates of all payments

received.

(b) If neither the obligor, nor the obligee who is an

individual, nor the <child resides 1in this state, upon

request from the support enforcement agency of this state

or another state, a tribunal of this state shall:

(i) Direct that the support payment be made to

the support enforcement agency in the state in which the

obligee is receiving services; and

(i1) Issue and send to the obligor's employer a

conforming income withholding order or an administrative

notice of change of payee, reflecting the redirected

payments.

(c) The support enforcement agency of this state

receiving redirected payments from another state pursuant

to a law similar to subsection (b) of this section shall

furnish to a requesting party or tribunal of the other

state a certified statement by the custodian of the record

of the amount and dates of all payments received.
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20-4-170. Petition to establish support order.

(b) The tribunal may issue a temporary child support

order if the tribunal determines that the order is

appropriate and the individual ordered to pay is:

i Th roacarnan A+ hoaa a1y = zora £1 A
TIIC TCSPOTaCTT o STOCtr T verr &

statement—aecknowledgingparentage—A presumed father of the

child;
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Identified as the father of the <child through genetic

testing;

(iv) An alleged father who has declined to

submit to genetic testing;

(v) Shown by clear and convincing evidence to be

the father of the child;
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(vi) An acknowledged father as provided by W.S.

14-2-601 et seq.;

(vii) The mother of the child; or

(viii) An individual who has been ordered to pay

child support in a previous proceeding and the order has

not been reversed or vacated.

20-4-171. Employer's receipt of income withholding
order of another state; employer's compliance with income
withholding order of another state; compliance with

multiple income withholding orders.

(a) An income withholding order issued in another

state may be sent by or on behalf of the obligee, or by the

support enforcement agency to the person er—entity defined

as the obligor's employer under W.S. 20-6-201 through
20-6-222 without first filing a petition or comparable
pleading or registering the order with a tribunal of this

state.
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(e) Except as otherwise provided in subsections (f)

and (g) of this section, the employer shall withhold and

distribute the funds as directed in the withholding order

by complying with terms of the order which specify:

(11) The person er—ageney designated to receive
payments and the address to which the payments are to be

forwarded;

(g) If an obligor’s employer receives magteipte—two

(2) or more income withholding orders with respect to the

earnings of the same obligor, the employer satisfies the
terms of the muttipte orders if the employer complies with
the law of the state of the obligor’s principal place of
employment to establish the priorities for withholding and

allocating income withheld for wmuttipte—two (2) or more

child support obligees.

20-4-172. Administrative enforcement of orders.

(a) A party or support enforcement agency seeking to

enforce a support order or an income withholding order, or

both, issued by a tribunal of another state may send the
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documents required for registering the order to a support

enforcement agency of this state.

20-4-173. Registration of order for enforcement.

A support order or an income withholding order issued by a
tribunal of another state may be registered in this state

for enforcement.

20-4-174. Procedure to register order for

enforcement.

(a) A support order or an income withholding order of

another state may be registered in this state by sending

the following deeuwments—records and 1information to the

appropriate tribunal in this state:

(11) Two (2) copies, including one (1) certified

copy, of att—erders—the order to be registered, including

any modification of am—the order;

(iii) A sworn statement by the party——seeking

person requesting registration or a certified statement by
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the custodian of the records showing the amount of any

arrearage;

(v) Except as otherwise provided in W.S. 20-4-

162, the name and address of the obligee and, if
applicable, the agemrey—e¥ person to whom support payments

are to be remitted.

(d) If two (2) or more orders are 1in effect, the

person requesting registration shall:

(i) Furnish to the tribunal a copy of every

support order asserted to be in effect in addition to the

documents specified in this section;

(ii) Specify the order alleged to Dbe the

controlling order, if any; and

(iii) Specify the amount of consolidated

arrearages, if any.

(e) A request for a determination of which 1is the

controlling order may be filed separately or with a request

for registration and enforcement or for registration and
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modification. The person requesting registration shall give

notice of the request to each party whose rights may be

affected by the determination.

20-4-176. Choice of law.

(a) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (d) of

this section, the law of the issuing state governs:

(1) The nature, extent, amount and duration of

current payments and—ether—eobligations—of suppeort—and—under

a registered support order;

(ii) The computation and payment of arrearages

and accrual of interest on the arrearages under the support

order;~—and

(1ii) The existence and satisfaction of other

obligations under the support order.

(b) In a proceeding for arrearages under a registered

support order, the statute of limitation uwrder—+the—daws of

this state or of the issuing state, whichever is longer,
applies.
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(c) A responding tribunal of this state shall apply

the procedures and remedies of this state to enforce

current support and collect arrearages and interest due on

a support order of another state registered in this state.

(d) After a tribunal of this or another state

determines which 1is the controlling order and issues an

order consolidating arrearages, if any, a tribunal of this

state shall prospectively apply the law of the state

issuing the controlling order, including its law on

interest on arrearages, on current and future support, and

on consolidated arrearages.

20-4-177. Notice of registration of order.

(b) The—A notice shall inform the nonregistering

party:

(c) If the registering party asserts that two (2) or

more orders are in effect, a notice shall also:
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(i) TIdentify the two (2) or more orders and the

order alleged Dby the registering person to be the

controlling order and the consolidated arrearages, if any;

(ii) Notify the nonregistering party of the

right to a determination of which is the controlling order;

(iii) State that the ©procedures provided 1in

subsection (b) of this section apply to the determination

of which is the controlling order; and

(iv) State that failure to contest the wvalidity

or enforcement of the order alleged to be the controlling

order in a timely manner may result in confirmation that

the order is the controlling order.

+e)r(d) Upon registration of an income withholding
order for enforcement, the registering tribunal shall

notify the obligor's employer pursuant to W.S. 20-6-201

through 20-6-222.

20-4-179. Contest of registration or enforcement.
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(a) A party contesting the wvalidity or enforcement of
a registered order or seeking to vacate the registration
has the burden of proving one (1) or more of the following

defenses:

(vi) Full or partial payment has been made; e

(vii) The statute of limitations under W.S. 20-

4-176 precludes enforcement of some or all of the

arrearages;-——or

(viii) The alleged controlling order is not the

controlling order.

20-4-182. Effect of registration for modification.

A tribunal of this state may enforce a child support order
of another state registered for purposes of modification,
in the same manner as if the order had been issued by a
tribunal of this state, but the registered order may be
modified only if the requirements of W.S. 20-4-183, 20-4-

193 or 20-4-197 have been met.
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20-4-183. Modification of child support order of

another state.

(a) After—If W.S. 20-4-193 does not apply, except as

otherwise provided in W.S. 20-4-197, wupon petition a

tribunal of this state may modify a child support order

issued in another state has—beenr—which 1s registered in

this Stat + roacarmanda e EIEE I ST RN £ +hh e o ot A+ masz
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if, after notice and hearing, #t—the tribunal finds that:

(11) The following requirements are met:

(A) Neither the child, the Fadividuat

obligee who 1is an individual =ameé—nor the obligor de—net

reside—resides in the issuing state;

(1ii) This state 1s the state of residence of

the child, or a party who i1s an individual is subject to

the personal jurisdiction of the tribunal of this state and

all of the parties who are individuals have filed consents

in a record in the issuing tribunal for a tribunal of this

state to modify the support order and assume continuing,

exclusive Jjurisdiction.

40



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

2004 STATE OF WYOMING 05LS0-0026.W1

(c) Except as otherwise provided in W.S. 20-4-197, a

tribunal of this state may not modify any aspect of a child
support order that may not be modified under the law of the
issuing state. If two (2) or more tribunals have issued
child support orders for the same obligor and same child,
the order that controls and shall be so recognized under
W.S. 20-4-148 establishes the aspects of the support order

which are nonmodifiable.

(d) In a proceeding to modify a child support order,

the law of the state that is determined to have issued the

initial controlling order governs the duration of the

obligation of support. The obligor's fulfillment of the

duty of support established by that order precludes

imposition of a further obligation of support by a tribunal

of this state.

4> (e) On issuance of an order by a tribunal of this

state modifying a child support order issued in another

state, a—the tribunal of this state becomes the tribunal

having continuing, exclusive jurisdiction.
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20-4-184. Recognition of order modified in another

state.

(a) If a child support order issued by a tribunal of

this state shall—rececogniz a—medificeation—of—3Es ariier

alh o

1A ISEEESN
T

o
A A=

der—is modified by a tribunal of another

state which assumed jurisdiction pursuant to £his—aet—or—=

tantiatty——simitar—te the Uniform Interstate Family

1 a1g  oan
TOW oo

Support Act, e gponr—reguesty cept—as oEherwis

t—shatt—a tribunal of this state:

(i) May enforce £he—its order that was modified

only as to amewmEs—arrearages and interest accruing before

the modification;

(iii) May provide ether appropriate relief enty

for violations of £hat—its order which occurred before the

effective date of the modification; and

(iv) Shall recognize the modifying order of the
other state, upon registration, for the purpose of

enforcement.

20-4-185. Proceeding to determine parentage.
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(a) A +ribuwnal—court of this state authorized to

determine parentage of a child may serve as ap—initiating

&¥r—a responding tribunal 1in a proceeding to determine

parentage brought under the Uniform Interstate Family

Support Act or a law or procedure substantially similar to

this act + 1 ITnd Emrm Dot~ ] IEN P £ Qo
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20-4-186. Grounds for rendition.

(b) The governor of this state may:

(11) On the demand by—of the governor of another

state surrender an individual found in this state who is

charged criminally in the other state with having failed to

provide for the support of an obligee.

20-4-187. Conditions of rendition.
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(b) If, under the Uniform Interstate Family Support

Act or a law substantially similar to this act, +the Bnaiferm

of another state makes a demand that the governor of this
state surrender an individual charged criminally 1in that
state with having failed to provide for the support of a
child or other individual to whom a duty of support is
owed, the governor may require a prosecutor to investigate
the demand and report whether a proceeding for support has
been initiated or would be effective. If it appears that a
proceeding would be effective but has not been initiated,
the governor may delay honoring the demand for a reasonable

time to permit the initiation of a proceeding.

20-4-188. Uniformity of application and construction.
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waiferm—In applying and construing this act, consideration

shall be given to the need to promote uniformity of the law

with respect to £he—its subject ef—+this—aet—matter among

states emaeting—that enact it.
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20-4-192. Contest by obligor.

(a) An obligor may contest the validity or
enforcement of an income withholding order issued in
another state and received directly by an employer in this

state by registering the order in a tribunal of this state

and filing a contest to that order as provided in W.S.20-4-

173 through 20-4-197, or otherwise contesting the order in

the same manner as 1f the order had been issued by a

tribunal of this state. W—S—20—4—176—applies—=t th

contest—

(b) The obligor shall give notice of the contest to:

(ii) Each employer that has directly received an

income withholding order relating to the obligor; and

(iii) The person er—ageney designated to receive
payments in the income withholding order or if no person e¥

agerey 1is designated, to the obligee.

Section 3. W.S. 20-4-146(c) and (f), 20-4-147(c),
20-4-151 (b), 20-4-183 (a) (1), 20-4-184 (a) (1i1i) and
20-4-185(b) are repealed.
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Section 4. This act is effective July 1, 2005.

(END)
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