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Summary/Major Elements:

e This act creates a directed outpatient treatment option for patients who qualify to be
involuntarily committed under Title 25 of the Wyoming Statutes, but who would
benefit from outpatient services. The act specifies the standards and procedures
under which a person can be ordered into directed outpatient treatment.

e The act clarifies procedures related to convalescent leave for involuntarily
committed persons. Convalescent leave is available to persons who have been
committed and who would benefit from ramp-down treatment away from the
Wyoming State Hospital or other inpatient facilities.

e The act clarifies the county’s obligations to pay for the involuntary hospitalization
process for the first 72 hours.

e The act allows the Department of Health, in consultation with county
commissioners, to designate a single point of responsibility or “gatekeeper” to
coordinate and monitor services and payments required during all stages of a Title
25 involuntary commitment. Gatekeepers are incorporated into the decision-
making process with regard to initial holds, continued detentions and the court’s
decision whether or not to involuntarily commit a patient. Gatekeepers are
provided updates and information regarding a patient’s status.

e To avoid conflicts of interest, no care provider designated by the Department of
Health as a gatekeeper may also provide inpatient psychiatric treatment to persons
committed under Title 25.

e Although healthcare providers are required to first seek payment from private
insurance and government benefit programs before seeking payment from the
county or Department of Health, this act removes the requirement that they seek
payment directly from the patient.
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